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; ‘ Economic coal deposits are those that meet the minimum criteria
l:H_\- e . . . . .
™ established by coal companies operating surface mines in North
! \ _ ey | : Dakota. These economic criteria include a minimum cumulative
qosz, S80199 ol w A : r . o o
1@? A e Y : , ? ! : coal thickness of ten feet-typically occuring in less than two

beds, a minimum individual bed thickness of at least 2.5 feet, a
ratio of overburden to coal thickness of not more than 10:1, a
minimum of 25 feet of overburden, and a maximum depth to
coal of approximately 150 feet.
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